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DETAILED ACTION 

Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words . It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said" and "comprised" should be 
avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakajima (JP-02013590) in view of Shishido et al (JP-405230928). 
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Re: Claim 1 , Nakajima disclose an assistant ceiling device (6, 12, 11, Fig. 6) for 
shielding an emergency escape hatch (1 3) located at a ceiling (2) of an elevator cab (1 ), 
the assistant ceiling device comprising: 

• two elongated rail guides (1 1 ), each being installed at either side of the 
emergency escape hatch and having a length longer than that of the 
emergency escape hatch and shorter than that of the ceiling of the elevator 
cab; and 

• an assistant ceiling plate (12) consisting of a rectangular thin plate and being 
laid on the rail guides to shield the emergency escape hatch, each of the rail 
guides having a latching jaw formed at a lower end of the rail guide while 
being bent inward, and the ceiling plate being installed between the rail 
guides by laying the opposite sides of the ceiling plate on the latching jaws of 
the rail guides; however, 

Nakajima is silent with respect to his guide rails formed with a slot at an upper 
end. Furthermore, though Nakajima discloses his rectangular thin plate as an 
illumination plate, thereby of clear or translucent construction, the use of a metallic plate 
in lieu of a translucent or clear plate would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art. 

Attention is directed to Shishido et al who teach their rail guides (60, Fig. 6) is 
formed, at an upper end (approximate 6a), with a slot(6b) having a width through which 
a head (23) of a bolt (20) cannot pass, and with a guide recess (6a) having a 
passageway having a size through which the head of the bolt can freely move, so that 
the rail guides can be fastened to their ceiling (10) by means of the bolts equipped to 
the rail guides, for feature of simplicity and ease of replacement. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of Nakajima with the teaching of Shishido et al for utility. 

Re: Claim 2, though Nakajima are silent with respect to their ceiling of their 
elevator cab having a plurality of holes, attention is directed to Shishido et al who teach 
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their rail guides having slots and guide recesses for bolts at their upper ends, whereby 
said bolts are mounted to their ceiling and each hole is elongated perpendicular to an 
associated rail guide, for feature of proper mounting and adjustability. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
reference of Nakajima with the teaching of Shishido et al for utility. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Alves (5,412,912) Schoenfeld (3,175,656), Bongio 
(2003/0213199) and Zaccai et al (5,337,525) are cited for various mounting systems 
incorporating rail guides having slots at their upper ends and recesses through which 
the head of bolts can freely move. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Kruer whose telephone number is 571 .272.5913. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on 571 .272.6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 .273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 

/Stefan Kruer/ Examiner, Art Unit 3654 
17 March 2008 
/Peter M. Cuomo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 



